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[SE ¢ld Dr, Johnson, summing

up the character of Oliver
Geoldsmich  after that poet's
death, said: “He had raised

money and squandered it, hy every arti-
fice of acquisition and folly of expense.
But hig frailties be remembered;
he was a very great man.”

That may stand as the epitaph of the
poet whose fine comedy, “She Stoops to
Cor " presented at  the Columbia
Theater last week by a most execellent
company, was the dramatie treat of the
week,

The

let not

history of the play ig very inter-
esting. Goldsmith had long had a disre-
gurd for the plays of his day. Humor
and cleanliness dig not seem compatible
in the minds of the dramatists and this
disgusted “poor Nell.” Sentimental com-
edy was seemingly the vogue, and Gold-
smith could see nothing in it. At a time
when he was In sore financial straits the

author of Deserted Village,"s “The
Vicar of Wakefield, and the play of
“The Good Natured Man" undertook Yo
write a comedy All the time that he
worked on it he was facing the debtors
prison, Completing it, he called it “The
Old House a Inn,” but subsequent-
Iy changed this to “She Stoops to Con-
quer; or, The Mt kes of a Night.” It
Wi no trouble Goldsmith to write
he play, but oh! what a trial to get it
a heart

Geor 1n was the manager of Co-
vent Garde Theater, and Goidsmith
asked of his friend David Garrick and

Dr. Johnson, to le in behalf of his
W with th Colman agreed
to reasd the play Finding it different

» style of work then asking atten-

rejected it. He could

54 ig in it, back it
went to i withor with its blank pages
filled Jolinson liked

others of Gold-
smit s0 importuned
Colm t finally igreed to produce |

ast for the
om CotmAn, threw down

aclors ¢

play,

ppear in "'such

s Colman’s

regarding the outcome of

in S loped that he re-

i 1 a peany its pre tion,
i L barrel gunpowders he de-
clr il blow every one connected
wduction—March 135,

ds invited him to din-

! in to cheer him. Reynolds re-

inaer that Goldsmith's mouth

ion of

amusement of the public. He did fot—
any more than Mr. Cohan—care a hang
for teaching or conveying a moral les-
son; all he wanted to do was to enter-
tain. He did this successfully, and so,
evidently, does Mr. Coghan, for all the
week the theater was packed. George
Cohan ig an example the self-made
man whose talents have forced him to
the front, notwithstanding his lack of
college education. He began life as a
newshoy in Providence, R. 1., and he has
hated the city ever since. He had some
aptitude for music, and was known as
4 “boy violinist,” but he has lived that
down. He gppeared on the Stage as a
professional musiclan when he was ten
years old. This was in Haverstraw—and
he has no kindly feelings for Haverstraw.
A little Jater he developed a tendency to
write sghort sketches for the vaudeville
houses, and soon he was preparing the
acts in which “The Four Cohans” ap-
peared with such success.

One of the first from his pen was “A
Wise Guy.,” and s suce WAS SO ems
phatic that it has Ia a laugh
producer up to the ¥ “The
Governor's Son" was the title of a one-
act sketch from Mr. Cohan's pen that
brougnt the family into added promi-
nence in the vaudeville field. Later, the
young author rewrote and revamped the
sketch, lengthening it to & three-act play,
which to-day is conceded one of the most
successful plays on the American stage.

“Runnming for Office” was his second
real effort at playwriting. It was rural
in its atmosphere, and still potent

of

RS

is
publie It was “Little Johnny Jones,'
however, that bronght George M. Cohan
definitely before the public as a natlve
American author. The piece was cradled
October 10, 190, and it was playved
tinuously from that time up to April
of the pr

con-

jone week between its long run in New
{ York and the road tour. It has made
{ fortune for its author-composer and pro-
moter. Last September he turned out his
fourth comedy with musie, “Forty-five |+
Minutes from Broadway.” In February,
Jlivun;_ Cohan finished and staged his
fifth ay, entitled, “George Washington,
Jr.,"” at the Herald Square Theater, New
York City. Play No, § was written for
Thomas W. R It is entitled “Popu-
linrm." and bids fair to add more suc-
cess and fame to the name of this bril-
Hant young man,

As a writer of popular songs, Mr. Cohan
has earned an enviable reputation. One
of his first hits in this line was: *I

Guess I'll Have to Telegraph My Baby

I that h not swallow
oo ner us to enter the|
author walked in St James™ |
I A friead meeting him induced him |
o enter the treater during the fifth aet.
As he did so he heard a hiss and took it |
far granted thut the barrel of gunpowder |
W 4 made a great

h Goldsmith

bye, Fio" “Nesting in a New York Tree.” | New National for the opening of the s -
“Good Old Californis “I'm Mighty Giad | mer oper m. Mr., Frothingham will
I'm Living and AIL"™ “Yankee | yppear in his original role of the jolly
Doodle Boy,”" “Life's Funny Provo-| ¢ .
sition After Al a “Give My Regards L i
,(Af:.Hrn‘u‘.“‘u_\,' m__“l.mi-- Johnny Jones;" | Maida Snyder. considered one of the
Se Long, Mary,” Mary is a Grand HI:”
Name,” “I Want to Be a Popular Mil-| Y0Ungest soubrettes on the stage to-8ay,
lionaire and *“Forty-five Minutes from | Will be featured with Harry Bulger in
Broadway,” in the play of that name: “If | the fort yming production of “Noal
| Washington Should Come to Life Again,” | Ak’ at the New National. The new
. Ql:f.," “I've  Never HBeen Over| musgical comedy will have itz first pro
Bo. El“h,»r.f\l\l\'{'u\ll:m;;:in:mn e Poimngl w0 e
Grand Old Flag," in “George k4 L
Jr.” { . .

art of Mr. Geerge: M. Cohan may | ..'“” w.-:ux.:l aet . tting of ( ‘l]-.
not be the highest sort of art. but his| ¢ play e Lion and the Mouse
financial success testifies to the fact that | 18 of solid wor absolutely no canvas by

going public wants. His plays, whil rleling, and the immense fireplace is of
{are loosely constructed and ma o pre- | plaster of parls, the upper part being|
tensions as to plot, are st le under- | carved out in varied designs. It requires |
standable; they have movement, life, | fifteen men to sét this scene
and harmony, and thev do not | .

nd the taste. If that man Is a pub- | Emperor Wilhelm has signified his in-
lic henefactor who makes two laugl ntion of attending the performance of
grow where one only grew before, 3 ‘Antony and Cleopatra” which is to be

} it became the |
L

VOArs #go

w St written,

e t aof its

¢ to-day

ever was, and thousands of

m cious plays have died sinece this

comedy was born, theatergoers are still |

T to go and hear the fine old lined. !

It seems funny now to recall Horace

Walpole's polite displeasure at the humor |

that was (o be found in the “low' eonver-

saticn of mere servants,. Wrote Walpole:

“The drift tends to no moral, no edif-

¢ of any kind—the situations, how-

ever, are well imagined, and make one

spite of the grossness of the

., the forced witticisis, and total

vility of the whole plan and con-

was bec of success of. “She

Stooy te C er” that the wretched

K rick, dri mad with envy, was led

th attack G smith’'s  "“The Jassamy

Bride" in his bitter eriticisms, The result

wus that timid rinking, gentle Gold-

ith summed up

ournge enough to ta

and try to chastise Ken-

Johnson had threatened

when that comedian

' the li"':lvl' Ilﬁ“

ith having to

¢ ity, and the

Goldsmith, whom

ving Invaded the lb-

Goldsmith wrote a

letter in his defense, of which Dr. John-
sorf suid: “He has indeed done it very
it i is a foolish thing well done.”
narked further to Boswell: “Why,
believe it is the first time he has

he may have been bealen before,

sir, is a new plume to him.”

comedy was mest worthily pre-

sented by Mr. Cray Miss Jeffreyvs, and
their able supporting ¢ompany. I talked to
Mr. Crane in his dressing room last week

recalled the ¢t that his old partner,

Mr. Stuart Robson had made his last
success in the “Oliver Goldsmith,”
a play whi dealt with the rehearsals
and the production of "“She Stoops to
Conquer “Yes,” said Mr. Crane, “and
w -two years agoe I was playing in

this same
Rohson.™

play and the Diggory was Mr.
A curiops coincidence!

It w 15t thag presented the
¥iay, each af it highly efiicien:
and entering with great spirit into the at-
of play “Tt indeed, a
id Mr. Crane
he & “is a mighty
t thing for the public. It is a

u fine e

memk

the is,

cast,’ sa}

khing for art. The revival of ‘The
Rivals' had an effect which the man-
agers neted at once. In seeing a good
tic actor playing what would be

red an insignificant part with so

skill thar it od out in relief
opened the eyes of th theatergoers,
They saw the necs ¥y of good com-
nies, and hence demunded them. Man-
agers were foreed to e more care,
und to pay more attention to a man's

worth as an actor and less to his salary.
The strepgthening of companies s all
due to the public being educated to a de-
sire for better things, by doing this the
s#ipr cast has helped the theater, and the
[regent revival of ‘She Stoops to Con-
aiter’ is bound to increase the gcod ef-
fvect

In some ways George Cohan, the clever |
comedian who s just concluded an en-
gagenment ni the New National in “George

Washington, Jr..” Is a forez in Ameri-
can theatrlcals, IT he had a predecessor
it was Charles Hoyt, who like Cohan

Jrapkly wrote shows—not plays—fer the

{ has supplied something that the ths

ater-

George Cohan is reaping his reward.

as a Jdrawing card with the theater-going |

19

sent year, with the exception of |

and another one to score heavily was
“Underneath t Bianket of a Folding |
Bed.” Among his most recent song comi-
positions to meet with favor are yood-

'NOTES OF THE STAGE.

Chicago.

Nat C. Goodwin has revived “The Mer-

a8, for special matinee performances,

motig character, “Artie,” s nearing com-
pletion.
off nis hands he is to write one for W, H.
Crane,

Marguerit 1 Syiva has been re-engaged

at Paris. She will briginate the prima
donna role in the new opera, “Ghyslaine,”
next season,

Thomas Jefferson, who is this season
enjoying a prosperous tour in his father's
great play, “Rip Van Winkle,” will soon
“.qm.ur in Washington in a revival of the
{ play. Mr. Jefferson will of the
May attractions at the National,

Grrin Johnson will lead the cast in “The

be one

lis soon to be produced In New York. The
play is said to be a new version of “Ju-
dith,” in which Mary Mannering was
seen for a ghory time three seasous ago.

Allen, & young soprano
of this city, is shortly to enter vaude-
ville. Miss Allen is a graduate of the
Peabody Conservatory of Music, of Bal-
timore, leaving with the highest honors of
her elass. Her specialty in the continuous
will be a high-class singing act.

Miss Margaret

: Richard Bennett, who created the part
!nf Jefferson Ryder, iIn “The Licn and
| the Mouse,”
of the company that will appear here In
Mr. Bennett is
trusteq with one of the most important
parts

The Hypocrites.” in-
ithe play,
lia Loftus stars under the di-
Henry Miller her vehicle wiil
comedy drama, in which wili in-
v imitations, and in which other
by memberg of the company
will have a chance, thus uniting straight
drama with vaudeville,

in

When Ced

of

rection
be she
troduce

speclalt

It is declared that George H. Frothing-

ham, the veteran comedian of Bostenian
{ daye, will be one of,the big features
when “Robin Hood” is presented at the

| ing used

Carved wood is used in the pan-

{ glven by Beerbohm Tree in Berlin in the

Wright Kramer is to leave "The Road
to Yesterday” to join “The Round-Up” in

chant of Venice,” during his tour of Tex-

George Ade's play, founded on his fa-

As soon as the “Artie” play is

for another year by the Opera Comique

Girl in White,”” by Ramsey Morris, which |

is now a prominent member |

THE WEEK'S PLAY BILLS.

The New National—*The Lion and
the Mouse.”

The on¢ noveity of the theatrical week
in Washington will be the presentation at
the New National Theater to-morrow
evening of Charles Klein's play, “The
Lion and the Mouse.” 8o much has been
written about this play that ft seems
almost superfluous to go into details, For
more than two yvears visitors to New York
hayve known that “The Lion and the
Mouse was a permanent ~ttraction at
the Lyceum Theater, and people who
keep in touch with theatrical affairs gen-
erally know that the Klein play has
broken all records in the theatrical his-
tory of the Metropolis. Neo play pro-
duced in New York, or any other city,
ran for 600 consecutive performances, and
this is the record that “The Lion and the
Mouse” hoids.

The success of this play is doubtless
due fn part to the motive, the dominant
and potential characters in it, and be-
cause of c=r-ain ultra-prominent persbns
and phases of life in our own country
more talked about than admired by the
great masses, It is sald to be a keen,
vital satire on a few things sadly but
truthfully American. Nor is it all satiri-
cal. The moneyed octopus and the vest-
Ing of power In him, as well as the spec-
tacle of that class of deft, devious, and
doubtful lawmakers (whe tofl not and
spin_not, but gather just the same),s but
dominated by one man—all are compo-
nents and vital incidents of “The Lion
and the Mouss™

The play closed iIn New York last night,
and the company comes here direct by
special train. In the cast are such wel]
known players as Edmund Breeze, Grace
Elliston, Willlam Lewers, Marguerite St

!Jnhn, Marion Pollock Johnson, Fraser
Coulter, Reginald Carrington, E. A,
Eberie, Walter Allen, Gertrude Barrett,

Charles Sturgls, W. H.
Julla Hanchet.

McDonald, and

The Belasco Theater—*0On Parole,”
with Miss Charlotte Walker,

At the Belasco Theater to-morrow night,
Henry Miller will present for a return
| engugement in Washington “On Parole,”
{a romantie comedy in four acts. The
A strong
been selected. Miss Char-
lotte Walker, well remembered here as a
brilliant and painstaking actress, will
portray the leading female role; the
acter of Constance Pinckney was
cially written for her, and is suited to
fascinating personality. Mr. Vincent

iplay is by Jouis Evan Shipman.
| company has

ar- |

es-
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f tha brightest Ameriean preducts ever
fmported. It will be given here, Collins
and Hart will offer their acrobatic ups
and downs, and the baiance of the bill
should equal the other features in Inter-
est and noveity,

5
The Majestic—~Kathryn Parnell, in
“Woman Againsi Woman.”
Kathryn Purnell in “Woman Against
Woman” will be the offering at the Ma-
Jestic Theater, beginning with the usual
Monday matinee and continuing every
evening, with matinees Monday, Wednes-
day, and Saturday, The story is from
the pen of Frank Harvey. The lines are
fuil of stirring action and of the sort
that carries thrilling interest from be-
ginning to end, and the plot is laid
around two sisters, Bessie and Mirlam
Barton, and an unscrupulous woman
seeking revenge, In brief, the story is

as follows:

Besgle and her younger sister, Miriam,
leave their quiet country home to seek
a living in London, and there form the
acqualntance of Rachel Westwood, a
woman of the world, whose companions
are not of the highest class and who
lead the younger sister into many temp-
tations which end in her ruin. The old-
est sister remains the same pure girl as
when she left home, and learning of her
sister's shame, she promises to keep it
a secret from the woirld, and even to the
extent of caring for the child that is
born. In time she returns home to be-
come the bride of John Tressider, and
the first act shows the pretty wedding

scene, Rachel Westwood uppears on the
scene, she having previously met and
fallen fn love with John Tressider, and

upon learning of the wedding she avows
vengeance upen Bessie and the wreck-
ing of her future home. What follows
goes to make the story full of the great-
est interest and a play that has met with
success wherever presented,

The Lycepm—Watson's Burlesguers,

l.sm!»

PLAY-NEWS OF NEW YORK

“THE AMBITIOUS MRS. ALCOTT,” A NEW WASHINGTON
PLAY—NOVELLI IN “HAMLET” AND “POOR PEOPLE.”
HIS ENGAGEMENT AGAIN EXTENDED-—NOTES.

Corr ds of The Wash Herald,
New York, April 6-—"The Ambitious
Mrs. Alcott,” which was seen for the

first time on any stage at the*Astor Thea~
ter last Monday night, is by Leo Ditrich-
stein and Perclval Pollard, with the seene
lald in Washington. This notwithstand-
ing, it is atmospherically no more a
Washington play than it would be Pari-
slan if the scene were transposed to the
French capitai—yet the plot is intimately
Interwoven with diplomatic affairs and
a secret state paper, and the intrigue is
interesting, and would be even more so
if the clever work of the two writers had
been devoted to dramatically a more sig-
nificant object than the defeat of the
woman with a past in her aspirations to
MErry a young man in the State Depari-
ment who has aroused her sincere love.

Mrs. Alcott is the young widow of an
American diplomat accredited to a cer-
tain foreign court. Senator Plerce, ehalr-
man of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, in golng over gome papers from the
State Department incidental to the fram-
ing of a new treaty with that particular
government, finds a compromising docu-
ment which has slipped into the bundle
through an oversight. It shows that Al-
cott was recalled from his post because
of a scandal connecting his wife's name

with that of the king, which up to this
time has been carefully guarded as a
secret,

Senator Plerce has a daughter, Alice,
who {8 in leve with Richard Winthrop,
of the State Department staff, but the

The show at the Lyceum this week will
be furnished by Watson's burlesquers,
with the comedian, “Billy” Watsop, at
the head of the company. This is ane of |
the well known burlesque companies, and
is usually well liked. The two buriesques
are called *“The Mormons” and “The|

Bashful Venus,” and between these there |

will be an olio of vaudeville,

Leo Benn and Moving Piciures at
the Helasco.

An interesting and enjoyable entertain- |
ment is promised at the Beiasco Theate
to-night, when the usual Symonds
cert takes place, Several attractive vaude
ville actg have engaged, including |

|

con- |

been

Serrano, a talented player, will be seen
a8 Major Dale, the Nerthern lul-'lllgc-n-'ri
officer. He has long been a popular fav- |
orite with local playgoers. The company |

| the philosophica! humorist, Leo Benn, an

eccentric comedian, who I8 said to give an
original monologue on new lnes, Mr
Chester Spencer will render several of thy

ates al ™ lustrate y colore i
also Includes Frank E. Afken, Howurqg | !atest ballads, illustrated with fsced
LT ) h, | views., New filus have been secured for
{ Hull, Scott Cooper, Frederick Forrester, | the motion pictures
K e A . y 10t fetures.
|Francls X. Conlan, Thomas C. Jackson, | pess e
3 Wheeler, Ma 3 : sthea | .
I \!)f-} . Maud Gifford, and Alethea | At the Majestle To-night,
| Luce The plece has been staged under | - =
|the personal direction of Mr. Henry } Fitzgerald's vaudeville concert will
Miller, which fact insures an artistic | Present at the Mafestic to-night an en-
tachievement. The first act takes place | tirely new series life motion pictures
|In & rude cabin on the hills near the Ra Three professional vaudevilie acts are on
| |
| pahannock, which may b: seen lagily | the bill, New illustrated songs will be|
{ winding its way far below. In the sec. | sung

ond and third acts the scene is the living |
in “Pinckney Mansion,” with |
white walnscoted walls upon whicli hang

roor the

. y 4 ") *5 . 3 Turni a n
iricatirae Cdirect trm o Sogtrern | FTOW Pinero's Drama, “His House *
;."mm The last act {8 set in a beautiful | in Order.”
garden oming with lilacs and the Nina, my dear friend, don't think that
boneyguckle with the hospitable oid | because 1 preach to you | pose as being a
“Pinck Mansion™ in m stic g!nlldv"-'ll | man who has nothing in his life to look
jan t wea ‘) of verdant growth 'I’Iu' { back i of which + is ashamed. Far!
{original New York cast and production | - b
j comes direct to Washington from a run ;'“'n it, my dear, I confess to you N}
| of over two manths at the Majestic 1 -{bly. But I have In mf knocking about
ter, New York. Popular priced matinees | the globe s good deal of men and
| will be given Wednesday and Saturgay. | women, declare to i that the
lay night performance will be g * happy 1 come never
he Mary Washington Chapter, | been the who, powe
R | have employed it o
The Columbia — “Little Johuny :‘n"”,,”l fh:‘ I|.?("‘j“. : . . n \'i: -
2 2 cuit one—a hard one, respects
; Jones,” by Cohan, { and the mptation which assails you
‘Title Johnny Jones," written, com- | this morn a templation few could
posed, and staged by George M. Co} . | resist, Still, do resfst it. Thiggs are not |
is the satisfactory sfncuncement made | 50 bad with 3 as to he beyvond mending
by the Columbia Theater management for | —0 the I think it likel
3 = - . will tient, matters w
next week In writing Littie Johmny
‘ = helwee
Jones yvoung Mr. Cohan left the field ne 11 you, Nina, t
of musical comedy to a certain extent, gt
nd devised a play that embodies some |
farce. a lot of comedy, and a tinge of
melodrama, and around this he has inter- |
woven a web of delightful me Hers 1 happiness
ire the names of a few of the s~n;:~‘ DLRL X T
- - . . 2 you (She stivs e %
that everybody can whistle: “They're A Nina, there people walking |
My Friends,” Mam'selle Fauchette > earth whe halo. It's|
"“'Op in the 'Ansom,” “Nesting in a New | invisible (o {
York Tree “Yankee Doodle Boy.,” “Off id thelr |
t Derby.” “Girls from t! U8 A v of it

- | = . S e = T alling of the St. Hurrah," “Captain of
Noah's Ark Musie spring. The hngl)sh. actor's repertoire . ok > = T8 T
: : 5 SREEY, for his tour in the Kaiser's realm ig to|th® Ten Day “M". Good-By, Fio,” “So
A x!u\ elty is p.rmmsé-i theatergoers who | jnelude as well “Twelfth Night" and| Long, Sing Song.” “Good Old (‘;;m'“r.;
are interested In the season-end offer-| ‘“The Merry Wives of Windsor." nia,” A Girl I Know “March of lh-i
ings of what has already bheen quite a — Frisco Chinks,” “Life's a Very Funny |
brilllant year for new productions and oah's Ark,” the new musical oddity Propaosition ter AlL" and “Give M,"}
novelties, The latest, ang perhaps ”“‘[!:Hn: the pen of Claire Kummer, will Regurds te Broadway.” ‘
most unique title of a play to reaech| have its first presentation later, I"”'. A cast that Includes all of the prin- |
igton is Mrs, Clure Kummer's ml-[hurm‘ than any of ihe plays of the sea-|cipals who have been with “Johnny |
dity, “Noah's Ark,” which will have on now closing, Washington will see|jones” since its inception will be in|
first production on any stage Monday| D¢ Play Just one week after the ”“““:‘m'idr.l:: e at the Columbia Theater. The |
night, April 22, at the Academy of Music, | l"'lI--lltx.'l!:u‘”llil I_s‘nmmo‘rr, l',rlnu" }l; 1M~m (more importunt names include Tom |
el | to be a big cast supporting Harry Bulger. | fowis the famous “Unknown” of the |
e | [ s g % -1 . | play; Sam J. Ryan, Jack Raffael, Frank |
The author is known to fame ag the | David Montgomery celebrated the twen- | Montgomery, Willlam Meehan, C. J Iim'-!
writer of that clever ballad, “Dearie,” | tieth anniversary of his advenf on the rington, William Seymour, Tom Penfold, |
hic T og larity alot v e " =1
nh!tl\l h:(l‘s e-ill’lljn)td Enu]' popularity -xh'"g",\q 1i5¢ March 20, He began his career as| Edward Sheel Harry Pearson, Bobb
e vVaudeville ro ] ilS  Season | i M ) 3 " . < -
Ki\x'nn:rr is said u‘(‘.. !l,-lx:'p“‘f v,;«lke d MIS. | blackfaced comedian in a music hall in | Barrs Kittredge, Lottie Medley
. i e Ve M 1or | o LL o A ssnciatedd Ha Adele Rafter, and it |
some years on the libretto and musical s, J”"n“" Mo He became, assoc "m‘lfl.y no means ‘1l-|<‘1 (1“;il‘(\ l:;(l‘lb ‘< ';lllﬂt
score of “Noah's Ark,” and those who | With Fred Stone, thirteen years ago. His Tra . - . e Ste o
= Il ac Yy
o p mr = ke p “ve h P > } =1 -
have been privileged to hear the libretto | associates gave him a dinner and he re | “Little Joanny Jones™ is in three acts {

and the music have accorded the highest
praise to both,
The first act of this new concoction rep-

ceived several
telegrams,

pounds of congratulatory

resents Mount Ararat on the morning Richard Henry Little, Chicage news-
that the ark arrives. The second and last | paper man and war correspondent, has
@ct occurs at Avalon, the pretty Hitle contracted with Bert €, Whitney, of the

Californla resort on the island of Santa
Catalina.

We have heard jokes that evidently had
their origin In Neah's Ark, but this serv.
ing of the Bible story a la theater is a
novelty, Manager Rapley, of the New
National, is now negotiating for a
entation of the new piece here
the present season closes.

Training an Actor,
Here are some of David Belasco's views
on training an actor,
Many a bad actor might have b
born a good bricklayer, and I have worn
shoes that were made by possible actors

pres-

before

—they surely were not made by good
shoemakers,
An actor is born, not made. He mav|

be a rough diamond and need no end of |
polishing, but the stone must be pure |
or he will never shine in the diadem of |
art, » I

There are those who early in their ca- |
reers have achieved a certain dis(im-iinn,]
but instead of profiting by this step by
making another in the right direction
they imagine themselves on the top rung
of the ladder and halt there forever or
proceed to go ahead crab fashion.

If 1 were askeg what proportion of as-
pirants for the stage who come to me for
advice will ultimately become great art-
ists, T would answer five in 10,000,

The Tinker Beil,

The latter part of next month there
will have beeid finished the construction
of a special theater car for Miss Maude |
Adams. When finished it will be the
only vehicle of its sort in existence; Its
invention will, tb a great extent. rdlieve
transcontinental travellng and one-night
stands of much of their traditional horror,
The car is tp be a combination of living
apartments and a completely equipped
theater for the rehearsal of scenes and
one-act pleces. It will be known as the
“Tinker Bell.” The contract for its com-
piete construction is im the hands of the
Pullman Company,

| because he has changed the face of the

Whitney Opera House, to write the book
of a musical comedy to be put on at that
theater when the run of “A Knight Jor
4 Day™ is over. It is likely that Ray-
mond Hubbell, composer of “Mexicana
Fantana,” and A Knight for a Day,”
will supply the musical score.

Princeton Triangle Club,
“The Mummy Monarch,” the new play

of the Princeton Triangle Club, to be giv- !

en at the Belasco Theater, April 27, is
sald in some respects to exvel “Tobasco
L.and,” their last year's offering. This
year's play was written by Henry Van
Dyke, son of the well known author, and
the brightness of the work shows that he
has inherited some of the literary talent
of his Tamous father. Its story is imag-
inative, its dialogue exceedingly bright,
and music refreshing and tuneful.
The author has evolved a quaint story
and great ingenuity has been exercised

its

in its handling,
Two mummies, Ptolemy 1, King of
Egypt in 2000 B, C, and Egypta, his

queen, have bcen blasted out of a pyra-
mid by an American sclentist and are
brought back to life by the aid of an
electric apparatus. They immediately
claim their throne, now heékd by Alexan-
der I, and are temporarily successful in
gaining it. Alexander, however, with the
aid of Vivian Dasher, the star of a
stranded comlic, opera troupe, persuades
the populace to rebel against Ptolemy

Sphinx to a portrait of himself, Ptolemy
is finally forced to retire to his pyramid
tomb, and Alexander returns to the
throne,
Largest Morning Circulation,
All advertising contracts made by
The Washington Herald are based
upon its sworn eirculation—a circula-
ticn in Washington marger Ly thou-
sands than was ever before attained
by any morning newspuper at the

{ The first shows an exterior of the Hotel |

{ Cecil in London, England. The second |
{act is a pier at Southampton, with an |
{ocean greyvhound at the dock, walting to |
| sail for America. Act third is loeated |
'in Chinatown, San Francisco. A large |
%.’nu] handsome chorus is another :nllr;u'-1
tive feature of “Little Johnny Jones,” |
jand their work is characterized in (h-\%
| usual snappy, “gingery” methods that |
must necessarily be in evidence in all

Cohan productions, The Columbia Thea- |
| ter engangement will include Thursday and |
| Saturday matinees,
! S
E( hase's—Emma Carus, Paal Spadoni,
| and Six Other Aeta.
! Chase's eight polite vaudeville features
| this week cover a wide range of diver-
| 8ity, as evidenced by fhe fact that the !
{ contrasting and balancing parts of the |
| programme . wlil present Miss Emma
{Uarns. Paul Spadoni, Pat Rooney, und‘
|Marion Rent, Collins and Hart. Ten!
Brooke, Lambert company, Bvrth‘-{
Herron, Nettie Carroll, and the laughfog |
notion picture hit, “The
Chase.”

Emma Carus was one of the comedy

and

Policeman's |

|

{divinities templed along - with Marie |
| Dressler, Fay Templeton, and BEdward |
Connelly, in Weber and Fields' Music

Hall in its hey-day. Since the hyphenau-
|ten of the two linguistic stars has been
dissolved, Miss Carus has starred in her
own right in “When We Were Forty-
two,” “Too Near Home,” “Woodland,"
| &ec. She possesses a rich and sonorous
contralto voice, One scng which' Miss
Carus sings, called “Holding Hands,” is
safd to be a revelation of voeal and mi-
metic art fully as rare as that evinced by
Yvette Guilbert. Her drop in volce,
phrasing, and facial expression, from the
sublime te the ridiculous, in her inter-
Pretation of this little comic song, is said
to be a treat that will be highly appre-
clated by the Chase patronage. Paul
Spudoni will be another attraction, doing
featz of manipulation of all kinds and
weights of articies. Exverts have pro-
nounced him a physically perfect man.
Pat Rooney and Marion Bent are an
alllance of comic singing and dancing
skill that promises a highiy pleasing act.
They have just returned from Europe,
where their latest farcical success, “The

Capital. Its books are open.

Busy Beil Boy," was regarded as one

| sitting daily.

{ ular aetn The Actors’ Society of
America and the ‘Actors’ Church Allianc:
are arranging special boeths, The idea
of a great universal exposition will be
dominant, but there wiil be many ncvel
entertainment features. Famous bands

Aprii 8, when Danfel Frohman will pre-
sent a new American play, in which Ar-

is entitled “The Boys of Company R
and is by Rida J. Yoang, author of
“Brown of Harvard.” The play is to

military life of young men what “Brown
of Harvard” was to college sports.
cast supporting Mr. Daly includes thirty-
one men and four women.
comedy of youth,
sentiment, and act second shows
military entampment near Peekskill dur-
ing the company's maneuvers,
contains three diffsrent sentimental com-
plications.
he will also give a series of special mati-
nees of new originai one-act plays.

JOHN DREW'S SPEECH.

e

are the people

who have been 1 and have con-
quered; who have offered a sword, |
or a scepte:, or a bludgeon, and who have |
shaken their heads an assed |
are the pe« ho have 1
Nina, he among 1 who we alo. |
Burn Maurewa s letjers, nlt;ur]
(glancing at o cold grate), or give
them to me—a forget you've ever read |
them, [

—_ - {

For the Actors’ Fuad.

Many new ire developing for
the immense ald of the actors' |
fund, to be held at the Metiopol 11
Opera House, New York, May & to ni
Mrs. A, M. Palmer, who contributed so!
greatly to the success of the pr vious |
actors’ fund fair HAfteen vears ago, has|
accepted the chairmanship of the women's |
executive committee There will be ol

booth devoted to oil paintings and water

{ celors, for which eminent arti are |
preparing donations. Famous newspaper |
cartoonists will contribute original llr:w»“
ings. Mark Twain, George Ade, Chan- |
ning Pollock, Henry M, Blossom, Cha

Klein, and other dramatic authors will|
personally attend at the book booth of
the Century Theater Club, to autograph |

their works and photogra Prominent
business houses all over America are ar-
ranging to display wares and demon-|
strate noveities. President Roosevelt will
press an electric button to epen Hu-]
fair. The people of the stage, from stars |
to chorus girls, will take charge of the
many booths, and come inte personal/
touch with the public. Every New Y
theater will fit up a hooth in charge of |
the company which is its attraction that
week. Among the stars will 1.illis
Russell, Grace George, Blanche Bats
Ethel Barrymore, John Drew, Robert Lo
raine, and Anna Held, who will gell
82,000 oil palnting, for which she is now

he
¢

a

|
Feorgia Cayvan's $1,006 diq-l
mond star will be voted to the most ))op-,

and orches'ras have volunteered.

Daniel Frohman's New Production.

For the first time in two seasons there
will be a first.night performance at the
Lyesum Theater, New York, on Monday,

nold Daly assumes the stellar roto. It

The
The play is a
military froile, and
the
The piay

During Arnold Daly's season

| knowy

| that

| lenges

| the

| say,

d
death of Count Hegedy, while forming
4 good climax for the (hird act, is hardly
essential.

as to bring out its real values.

atmosphere
without the subtlety of characterization
or the refined dramatic qualitles of that

young man is infatuated with Mrs. Al-
cott, and she is deeply in love with him,
Richard Lawrence,
who was attached to the American lega-~
tlon during Aleott's service abroad. He
Mrs. Alcott's secrst, but himself
is in love with her, once proposed to her,
and was rejected

Lawrence Winthrop hears of his
brother's infatuation with Mrs. Alcott,
and determines to prevent their marriage.
He is, however, inhibited from making
known her history by the secrecy which
He

also has a brother,

diplomatic usage imposes upon him.
quarrels with brother, who resents
his interference, tells Mrs., Alcotlt
¢ Intends to prevent the marriage
He can make no use of the sealed se-
crets of the archives of the State De-
partment, and must, therefore, fight the
woman with her own weapons. She chal-
him to the combat, and he tells
that though himself pledged to
Senator Pierce knows her secret,

his

and

her

ience,

(and is free to make use of the informa-

tion which the fugitive report among the

papers has placed Iin his posses-

Now, Mrs. Aleott s rather an Irterest-
ing woman, as one of her sex sincerely
in love is apt to be. is as old as, or
r, than Richard; is accom-
plished, beautiful, and though she has a

ol she

rich,

break
If she
to go to S
him expose her
Alcott sends for Hegedy to pro-
r. and the obliging count, ready
thi wiarming woman in every-

10 off the engagement with
not comply, he
wtor Plerce and

SeCret

does

L

have
Mrs.
tect h
to obey

| thing, goes to the White House at a late

obtains the P ent's Interc
with Senator Pi and the sup-
pression of the state paper—and Lawrence
Winthrop is foiled for the present.

But not for long.

scene.

our,

sion

Richard appears on
He has been to the play and
makes late call on Mrs. Aleott, He
finds his brother and Count Hegedy there,
after cut thrust. Law-
nce asks him if he has still in his pos-
session the secret report which Senator
Pierce gave him to return to the State
Department. Ricnard has the sealed en-
velope in pocket
“"Have you curiosity
truth asks Lawrence.
Richard's anger and curiosity are ex-
cited. He resolves to reduce his doubts
to certainty. He about to read the
report, when Counr Hegedy, seeing the
honer of his king and Mrs. Alcott in im-
minent jeopardy, snatches the e port
from his hands in a quick struggle, and

a

a scene of and

his

no 0 know the

| casts it into the fireplace.

The struggle has overtaxed his strength

Stricken with heart disease, he falls upon |

the sofa and expires.

Four weeks have passed, Mrs. Alcott
has been prostrated on a sickbed, and
when she reappears in Senator Pier
| drawing-room in the ls act, she has
undergone a change physi s and spirit-
ugily. The fight is all out of her; her
hair {s whitened, and her nature soft-

ened. She is going abroad, but net until
she has made amends. She induces the
brothers to clasp hands, and then
leases Richard from his engagement after
telling him ths truth,
Her farewell is pathetic.
out of the room,
with the significant

Te-

As she passes
Lawrence follows her

bint that he will be
aboard the same steamer. Needless to
Richard finds consolation in the
love of Alice Pierce, and a spirited in-
trigue is brought to a satisfactory con-
clusion.

The subject is well handled, except in
minor details. Events are set in motion
which have little to do with the main
actlon. Lawrence forms an aggressive
alliance with Alice Plerce, but it is not
apparent that she is ever required to
contribute to the defeat of Mrs. Alcott's
signs, except negatively. The sudden

It is like loading a cannon to
shoot a mouse, Nor the play so cast
Mr. Dit-
richstein would be admirable as Count
Hegedy, admirably as the role is played
by Willlam Hawtrey, as he lacks the

distinction and personality fer the part
of Lawrence in which he appears, while

Dovothy Dorr, 0o good an actress to

disappeint in the mere mechanies of her
art, is too artificial as Mrs, Aleott, though
charming In the lighter scenes of the first
act and rather sympathetic in the last
Charles Cherry engugingly played Rich-
ard Winthrop, and Miss Julia Taylor was
satisfactory as Alice.
in subtiety of play as the Senator.

Neil Moran failed

The play suggests the characters and
of Sardou’s “Diplomaey,”

comedy, in spite of which “Mrs. Aleott's
Ambition” is well worth seeing and a
father good play on the whoie.

Novelli will remain at the Lyric an-
other week—making four weeks in all
instead of two, as originally scheduled—
and will sail direct for Genoa affer clos-
ing bis New York engagement. 8o no
other American city will have an oppor-
tunity of seeing bis notable work until
ke returns next year, as is now contem-
plated,

His mest conspicucus Impersonation
gince my last lztter was that of “Ham-
let,” though not his most enjoyable. He
plays the Prince of Denmark with all the
technical excellence of his great art, but
without satisfying the physical require-
ments of the role. His strong physiog-
nomy is out of keeping with the spiritual
refinement of the ideal Hamlet face.
What is an advantage in such roles as
Geronte, Corrado, Lear, Othello, or Louis
X1 is a’positive disadvantage to him
here, and when to that is added the un-
disgulsable evidence of age and the ab-
sence of the fine rhythmm of the jambics,
which is so admirably preserved in the
Getman translation of Schlegel, the f{l-
lusion suffers intrusively,

But if he is not my jdeal Hamlet, T can
bear enthusiastic testimony to his un-
approachahble éxcellence in a play called
“Poor People,”” which he presented dur-
ing the week. It is a new play by FPranco
Liberati depicting the tragedy of a peas-
ant household piresided over by Za
Potrovski (Novelli), a coarse pea
fond of his potations, who In 4 state of
Irresponsible drunkenness has

betrayead

the whereabouts of a band of revelution-
ary students, who have been semt to
prison.

Among them is his own sen by his first
wife, and the idol of his heart. The boy
has tuberculosis and is sent home o dle,
The play deals with the sullen
of the father; and in this pertrayal No-
velll mingles characteristics indescribabiy
and lastingly impressive His Zakar
one of the most powerful impersonations
ever seen.

In the gecond act he |
words to say, althoug
his wonderful mimetic work,
continuously a part of it In the
act, too, he has little to do. for ths
peasant is pushed aside by every on

remol

is

hardly

& dozen

he domin

and

of little use. His second wife is mal
taining an amour with a mis offic
his son is ~!nw’y passing aw Z

|is little better than a stranger in
fuwn home.

| He has but one passion in life, and
| that is love for his boy. The youth is
|attachied to a voung girl who attends

thim. During one of his pare

old man runs to give him
only to have it rejected
self anticipated by Varvara
sweetheart, who administers it
boy's eves close wearily, and Varvara pil-
lows her head beside his on the blg ol
Zakar his own love rejected,

see

and to

his

sees

muddy past, her love has purified her, |ig the reaction of his feelings as mirre
and she is far from bad. Richard’s sus-|ed dumbly in his seamy face that
pleions are arc i, and her aim is u,i\hn story of the play as much as the ac-
:p him from getting hold of the facts | tion

in her life abroad. | it is tremendous in graphic naturalness,
Mrs. Alcott has a sierling friend, as|in denouwement of blank, reason

| well as admirer in Count Hegedy, ths ?ngun_\, in the expression of palr

i miinister at gton from the court{der a mask of stupld call 2 B

| Where she scored her eanquest over the | when the death scene comes—when they
king. He is Count Cassini !r.msplunledfstnb h the lifeiess boy out on the bed
to the stage, but a man with a weak | Without the least heed he old man—
heart physically and sentimentally. He |it is then that Zakar, ovelli portrays
Ioves Mrs, Alcott and offers to mulr,\'lhun, usurps all our interegt and all our

| her When she tells him loves an»i‘_“hmrmmn and ail our sympathy He
'v.”""‘rjl“_r ?““"‘“g*’r PP, e ""i:"‘y asKs | qoeen’t know what to do He runs
‘;“”"':”.:;; ’;:‘j" l::“‘!i.\ = ]“:_'fu""d 10| hither and thither in pitiful helplessness
To Count Hegedy Mrs. Alcott = and tremulous itement He gathers
in her great extremity. Lawre Win- |UP an armful of the hated books, of
hrop has given her tiil 11 e'clock that | which the boy was so fond, and s -

!lﬁrs them on the bed; he kisses him with
{8trange, sharp exclamations of affe
| and finally imitaies .the rude anties of a
dancing bear with hils arms crossed over
| a pole, as if that might arouse

tior

hoy to

‘l!r\- and then, staggering across the
{room like a drunken lout, he falls in a
Jiump on the floor as the curtain shuts
iout the vision of the touching picture

] And in all this there is nothing theatri-
| eal, nc ng forced, nothi

| slightest manner makes

that this ting. Nor is it bn
|ism, theugh it seems for t
actor knows how

{w the inspiration of poetry,

S0,

to season h

hOWey

rude the mater

In one par
{this, and the i
Iliuml-\\ There he i
lof the ¢l into the

poetry and paid too high
[ nature
The great actor will be s=¢

|varied repertoire during t

inotner

ing weelk
lincluding “Oedipus Rex, wies
‘ Amelia Bingham opened her New York
jengagenrent Wednesday evening in
i Room,"” at the
i' Charles A. Stephensor

{ former leading man, he
}mm Olga Nethersole, and will play the
froles formerly played. by Humiltan Re
| velle.

Which reminds me t

now playing Don Luis to Fr
Juanita “The Rose of the P
the Belasco Theater, was the reeipient ¢
a warm Easter demonstration of esteem
from the large contingent of Spanish
and ltalian actors and dancers who take
part in the production. Mr. Revelle is
regarded by the Latin members Bsa-
lasco’s company oile of them, as he
was bern in Madrid—though the
made little impression on him.

speaks Spanish, Italian, and
well as English, which latter speaks
rather well. There is a distinet raclal
line of demarkation between the members
of the Belasco company, il Revelle
is s0 popular that he is in dispute be-
tween both factions. The Spaniards and
Italians claimed him from the moment he
set foot on the stage for rehearsal, and
witen Easter came they showed their loy-

ancho

of
as
event
But he
French, as
he

alty to him by making him Ser The
Spaniards gave him a silver cigurette
case inscribed with their names. while

from the Italians he received a gold pen-
cil case. Letters In Spanish, Italian, and
English accompanled the gifts, in which
they volced their esteem for him as an
acter and a gentleman. Revelle is par-
ticuiarly proud of his distinetion in the
international relationship of the company

It is announced that Drina: De Wolf
will be Edwin Arden’s leading lady dur-

ing the stock company season at the
Belasco Theater in Washington, which
beging in May, while the Columbia mun-

agement has engaged Chariotte Walker.
Blan.“e Stoddard made her first appear-
ance here as leading lady with the Will-
fam Morris stock company Monday night
at the Lincoin Square in “When We Wera
Twenty-one.”

Ethel Barrymore changed her bill to
*"His Excellency the Governor” on Thurs-
day evening. Nazimova will make her
first appearaace in comedy next Monday
night, when she will present “Comtesse
Coquette’” at the Bijou. '“The Lion and
the Mouse"” closed its run here to-night.

FRED. F. SCHRADER.

I SAW VYOUR AD IN THE HERALD




